3

I have a dream
(Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.)

Martin Luther King, Jr. was one of America’s greatest leaders.

He was not a president, but his birthday is a national day in the U.S.

His dream was for black people and white people to live together peacefully.

He said, “All men are equal.”

He had a dream for a better world for all people.

African-Americans, and all Americans, have a better life than before because of him and the
civil campaign that was led by him.

But his dream has not come true yet. However, many Americans today have the same dream.
His fight for peace, equality, and freedom for all people continues.

Here is a part of his speech that changed people’s hearts.

I say to you today, my friends...

Even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream.

It is a dream deeply rooted in the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out its creed, “All men are created
equal.”

I have a dream that one day the sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners will
be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that my four little children will one day not be judged by the color of their skin
but by the content of their character.

This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the south with.

With this faith we will be able to transform our nation into a beautiful symphony of
brotherhood.

With this faith we will be able to work together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to
stand up for freedom together.

So let freedom ring! Let freedom ring from every village and every city.
We will be able to speed that day when all God’s children, black people and white people, will
be able to join hands and sing,
“Free at last! Free at last!
Thank God Almighty, we are free at last!”
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